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        VINEYARD MISSION RWANDA  
Here is the latest update from the Finnerty family and 

the Vineyard Movement in Rwanda. The Finnertys are 

currently on Home Assignment in Canada. Follow along 

as Patrick brings us the news. 

CHURCH NEWS 
By Patrick Finnerty 

The community at the Muyange Vineyard Church 

continues to grow strong as they experience the 

blessing of God’s Kingdom among them. As we have 

returned to Canada for Home Assignment, Antoine and 

Florence have taken charge of the everyday running of 

the church and the ministries related to it. We were 

pleased that Antoine and Florence could attend the 

celebrating of the release of the Kenyan Association of 

Vineyard Churches in Nairobi in August and bring 

greetings and a gift from the Canadian and Rwandan 

church. It was exciting for Florence to have her first trip 

outside Rwanda and experience the embrace of the 

larger African Vineyard community. 

 
   Potential Church Planters with Muyange leadership team 

 

Antoine continues to follow up on the people around 

Rwanda who have shown an interest in starting 

churches in their communities. Before leaving for the 

Nairobi conference, Antoine and some of the leaders 

went to Byumba and baptized 27 people in one of those 

communities. We plan to raise funds to buy bibles for 

these folks in the near future.  

The Ibyshimo (Joy) Sewing Coop continues to do well as 

orders come in from ‘Indigo’ and ‘Azizi life’ which are 

some of the social enterprise companies that have 

purchased products from the Coop. The plan is to 

expand the Coop next year with some new members 

being trained by our best lady who will be paid from 

money set aside from profits being made now. This has 

been our most successful venture so far and we pray 

God’s continued blessing and favour on all the families 

who are benefiting from it. 

 
   Sewing Co-op at work 

The church building has been at a standstill for some 

time and we are hoping to move forward again soon as 

funds become available. With the rains having started 

again, the gutters and the glass for the windows have 

become something of a priority.  
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FAMILY NEWS 
By Patrick Finnerty 

The missionary life is one of changes and this summer 

has certainly lived up to expectation for the Finnerty 

family. We left Kigali on June 15th for a Home 

Assignment in Canada and took some time to visit 

churches, family and friends on the way back to Halifax. 

We got to visit Pat’s 99 year old Mom in Ireland for a 

couple of days and while visiting some folks at the 

Utrecht Vineyard in the Netherlands, we got to spend a 

few days with some old friends in Haarlem where Joel 

was born. We were able to take a tour of Corrie Ten 

Boom’s house in Haarlem and see the hiding place in 

her bedroom. 

 
    Joel & Brendan in Corrie Ten Boom’s bedroom 

On arrival in Halifax we were blown away to arrive at a 

house that had been completely furnished and kitted 

out by friends with a full pantry and all our items of 

storage stacked in a basement room and in the shed. 

What a blessing! The boys were chomping at the bit to 

get involved in all things Canadian. Joel got his 

beginners license almost immediately. He then 

completed a Water Safety Instructors course and now 

has a Saturday job teaching swimming at a local pool. 

He had his four wisdom teeth removed, which seems to 

be some kind of rite of passage for Canadian teens. Both 

boys volunteered as counsellors at Bible camps and 

Brendan also had a week as a camper. Brendan did a 

crash course for Bronze Medallion and will do his 

Bronze Cross over the fall.  

 
    Pat and Val in Co. Sligo, Ireland 

With a view to establishing a base for the future in Nova 

Scotia we got a mortgage and bought a house that we 

will rent out on returning to Rwanda. The boys are at 

local schools and loving it. Joel is in grade 12 and doing 

the math and science courses that he has so patiently 

waited for this past year while doing online courses in 

Kigali. Brendan chose to do the final year of Junior High 

rather than starting High School and while finding the 

course work quite easy is enjoying being with his age 

group. 

Val continues to be involved with the running of the 

Ibyshimo Sewing Coop from a distance, while Florence 

takes care of the everyday needs on the ground. With a 

view to achieving excellence in all things related to the 
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Sewing Coop, Val is looking at taking some courses in 

the field of Entrepreneurship in Developing countries 

while on Home Assignment in Canada. Pat will be 

looking to hone his media/ communication skills as he 

continues to work with Antoine on decisions relating to 

the expansion of the Vineyard Movement in Rwanda. 

If you would like to support the efforts in Rwanda please 

visit our website at www.vineyardrwanda.org or contact 

our Sending Team leader, Sheryl Darrow at 

sheryldarrow@gmail.com. If you are a donor and have 

questions or concerns please contact Sheryl as well. 
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